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Accessibility to Walmart Distribution Center Tutorial 
This tutorial uses Walmart retailer stores and Walmart distribution center data to practice locating points, 

calculating influencing area, managing attribute table, tagging attribute, choosing subset, calculating distance 

matrix. 

1. Locate Walmart distribution centers 
(1) File -> Open -> Change file type as “Excel Worksheet” -> Open “Walmart Distribution Center.xlsx” 

 

(2) Tools -> Locate -> Locate by Address 
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Only 27 out of 42 distribution centers are located by address. 
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(3) Tools -> Locate -> Locate by ZIP Code 
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2. Calculate area of influence around Walmart distribution centers 
(1) Tools -> Analysis -> Straight Line Influence Areas 
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(2) Tools -> Editing -> Clip Layers 
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3. Import Walmart retailer stores 
(1) File -> Open -> Change file type as “Geographic File” -> Open “nWalmart.Cdf” 

(2) Map Layers  -> choose “US Walmart” layer -> click “Move Up” to display Walmart distribution centers 

layer above Walmart retailer stores layer  
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4. Choose Walmart located in TX 
(1) Choose “US Walmart” as the active layer from the drop-down list. 

(2) Dataview -> Table -> Modify Table -> Add Field 
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(3) Dataview -> New Dataview -> choose “state” column -> right click -> Fill -> Tag 

 

(4) Choose “Walmart Distribution Center” as the active layer -> Tag state abbreviations to the layer 
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(5) Selection -> Select by Condition 

 
(6) Select Walmart retailer stores in TX 

(7) Change color of selected sets 

 
(8) The selected subset should be displayed as 
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5. Calculate distance matrix 
(1) Tools -> Routing & Directions ->Distance and Travel Time Tables -> It takes about half hour for calculation 
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(2) Use “=MATCH(MIN(B2:F2),B2:F2,0)” command in Excel to find the closest distribution center of each 

retailer store 


